HCS SCS SB 199 -- COUNTY GOVERNVENT
SPONSOR:  Chil ders (Johnson, 47)

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass"” by the Commttee on Local
Governnent by a vote of 15 to 1.

This substitute makes changes related to county governnent. The
substi tute:

(1) Increases the required assessed val uation necessary to
qualify as a county of the first classification from$450 m|lion
to $600 nmillion and as a county of the second classification from
$300 million to $450 mllion. Any county that has the requisite
assessed valuation to becone a county of the first classification
may choose to do so upon an affirmative vote of the county’s
governi ng body, even though the county has not had this val uation
for five successive years as required under current law. No
county will nove to a |ower classification than the one it
currently has as a result of the changes in the assessed

val uation requirenent made by the substitute;

(2) Authorizes the governing body of all counties to provide
wor kers’ conpensation, health insurance, life insurance, and
retirement plans for all enployees;

(3) Alows any county to acquire, own, erect, operate, manage,
and mai ntain buildings and property outside the limts of the
establ i shed seat of justice;

(4) Authorizes any county without a charter form of governnent
to adopt ordinances or resolutions related to its property,
affairs, and | ocal governnent. The substitute limts the types
of ordinances that may be passed. No county nay pass an

ordi nance which will submt a tax to the voters w thout

aut hori zation by the General Assenbly;

(5) Authorizes all counties to inpose, upon voter approval, a
sales tax of up to 0.025% for community services for children up
to the age 19. Current law allows St. Charles, St. Louis,
Jefferson, Franklin, Warren, and Lincoln counties to enact this
sales tax. The noneys collected fromthe tax will be deposited
into the county’s comunity children’s fund and adm ni stered by
t he board of directors;

(6) Authorizes Cass County to deposit up to .20%of all ad
val orem property tax collections on newly constructed property
into the assessnment fund of the county for collection costs;

(7) Authorizes the Boone County Comm ssion to inpose a civil



fine of not nore than $1,000 for m sdeneanor county ordi nance
viol ations and requires the county counselor, rather than the
county prosecuting attorney, to prosecute these violations.
Fines coll ected pursuant to the substitute will be paid into the
county general fund and used to pay for the cost of enforcenent
of the ordinances;

(8) Authorizes county treasurers in counties of the third and
fourth classification to issue payroll checks before the filing
of the county budget estinates;

(9) Authorizes any county subject to Environnmental Protection
Agency rul es concerning stormwater discharge to adopt ordi nances
that are necessary to conply with federal regulations. These
counties may, upon voter approval, inpose a stormwater utility
tax in an anmount necessary to fund public stormwater control

proj ects;

(10) Authorizes St. Louis County to inpose, by ordinance, a
quarterly fee of $200 on owners of residential property or
commerci al housing property if that property is vacant, has been
vacant for six nonths, and is in violation of the housing code.
A nmunicipal officer nust nmake the initial determnation, and the

owner may appeal or inprove the property within 30 days. |If
i nproved, the owner may ask for reinspection. |If the feeis
still inposed, the owner nmay still appeal. Delinquent fees

becone a lien upon the property. Currently, only municipalities
may i npose the fee;

(11) Authorizes counties of the second, third, or fourth
classification to set by ordi nance countyw de speed limts on
roads within the county which are maintained by the county; and

(12) Establishes requirenents for a candidate for the office of
public adm nistrator. The candi date nust be 21 years of age, be
a resident of the county for at |east one year, be a registered
voter, and be current in the paynent of all personal and business
t axes.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that counties are noving into new
classifications before they are ready. Moving into a higher
classification increases the cost of running the county.

Testifying for the bill were Senator Childers; Representative
Cooper (120); M ssouri Association of Counties; County
Comm ssi oners Associ ati on; Boone County; and St. Louis County.

OPPONENTS: Those who oppose the bill as it passed the Senate say



that the way it is worded a county may fall into a | ower
classification if it does not neet the new assessnent
requi renents.

Testifying against the bill was Cty of Fulton.

St eve Bauer, Legislative Anal yst



